Destiny Determined: Power and Ritual in Asia

Movie: The Great Wall and The Silk Road Story

Program Description 

Behind the Great Wall—Explores the history of the Great Wall of China and the Dynasty of Qin Shi Huangdi. Story of the Silk Road—Examines the history of the Silk Road, trade, and the Han Dynasty. Secrets of the Samurai—Explores the science and technology of Samurai sword making and the Japanese history of ritual. Between Two Cultures: Japanese in America—Meet Japanese students living in America and the problems they encounter living with two sets of cultures.  

The National Council for the Social Studies (NCSS) 
NCSS has developed national guidelines for teaching social studies. To become a member of NCSS, or to view the standards online, go to http://www.socialstudies.org 

This lesson plan addresses the following thematic standards: 

• Culture  

• People, Places, and Environments 

• Power, Authority, and Governance 

• Production, Distribution, and Consumption 

• Global Connections 

Part 1

Quiz Questions: Answer in complete sentences re-stating the question. 
1. The Great Wall 
Q: Why was the Great Wall built?  

2. Emperor Qin 
Q: What were some of Emperor Qin’s contributions to China? 

3. Building the Wall 
Q: How was the Great Wall built?  

4. The Han 
Q: Why was the Great Wall important to the Han?  

5. Trade and Buddhism 
Q: Why did Buddhism become popular in China?  

Part 2

Directions: Highlight the correct answers.

1 
Emperor Chin was protected by a clay army after his death.

 
A. true

 
B. false

2 
Why was the Great Wall of China built? (Choose only one answer)

 
A. to protect the Chinese from the Hans

 
B. to protect the Chinese from immigrants

 
C. to protect the Chinese from savage animals

 
D. to protect the Chinese from nomadic raiders

3 
Why was the Silk Road successful? (Choose only one answer)

 
A. It contributed to trade and expansionism.

 
B. It contributed to large amounts of income tax.

 
C. It contributed to the export of silkworm eggs and silk.

 
D. It contributed to the spread of the Chinese language to the West.
